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Cover: Flatback turtle on Avoid Island. Photo credit: Courtney Davies, QTFN volunteer.
Page 2: Turtle monitoring at Avoid Island. Photo credit James Hill, Wonder of Science Young Science Ambassador.

Queensland Trust for Nature 
acknowledges the Traditional Owners of 
the land on which we work, live and play 
with sincere gratitude. We recognise and 
respect the enduring relationship they 
have with their land and sea country and 
we pay our respects to Elders past, 
present and emerging.
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Our ambition 15 Years of Nature Conservation
A TimelineQTFN has been developing innovative business models 

and collaborative partnerships for environmental 
sustainability since 2004.

Driven to improve outcomes for Queensland’s natural environment, 
we are leading new approaches to build natural capital value into 
mainstream economies. At a time when securing more and better 
conservation is critical, QTFN is committed to growing Queensland’s 
protected area network and tackling our biggest environmental 
challenges including:

Gilmore Nature Refuge northwest of Charleville

2005
First revolving fund property acquired
(Pember’s Scrub)

2007
First revolving fund property sold
(Pember’s Scrub)

2012
QTFN externalised from the
Queensland government

2013
Commenced partnership with
Queensland government in the
provision of Nature Refuge
assessment and certification

2014
Koala Crossing acquired

2016
First Turtle Camp with the Wonder of
Science program

2018
QTFN became a Corporation Limited
by Guarantee

2004
QTFN Trust Deed signed

2006
Avoid Island acquired

2007
100,000 hectares protected

milestone reached with acquisition of
Gilmore Station

2013
Avoid Island flatback turtle research

partnership with Griffith University

2014
Lot 66 essential cassowary habitat

acquired

2015
Dr Robin and Kathleen Stock donated

Aroona to QTFN

2018
QTFN hosted the national Private Land

Conservation conference PLC18
in Brisbane

2019
QTFN turned 1515

YEARS
15
YEARS

Restoring, 
enhancing and 
protecting 
biodiversity 
across 
Queensland

Ensuring food 
productivity, 
rural livelihoods 
and natural 
systems are 
maintained into 
the future

Protecting 
threatened 
species and 
ecosystems in 
the Great Barrier 
Reef

Adapting 
agriculture, land 
management and 
conservation in a 
changing climate

Demonstrating 
financially 
sustainable 
conservation 
projects
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PELLINGS SCRUB

MOUNT SAMSON

KOALA CROSSING

FIVE ACRE ROCK

ROCK ROSE

TINKERBELL

THE SANCTUARY

AROONA

AVOID ISLAND

SCOTNEY
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ANT PLANT WEST
CASSOWARY CONNECTION

EVERSFIELD STATION

Forever homes on
protected properties

QTFN RESERVES

REVOLVING FUND

NATURE REFUGES

MAP LEGEND

QTFN RESERVES
This land is currently held, 
protected and managed by QTFN. 
Home to many threatened plants 
and animals, we have long-term 
restoration and management 
plans for each site. They provide 
locations for scalable pilots, 
scientific research, real-world 
classrooms and community 
outreach.

REVOLVING FUND
These properties were purchased 
by the Trust to secure permanent 
homes for some of Queensland’s 
most threatened species. QTFN 
provides a marketplace for 
properties protected as nature 
refuges by purchasing and 
protecting land with high 
ecological values before reselling 
onto the private market. 

NATURE REFUGES
These properties are owned 
privately and are now 
permanently protected by their 
owners through a Nature Refuge 
covenant facilitated by QTFN. 
Every year new properties are 
added to the list, including six new 
properties this year.

Securing Queensland’s biodiversity
for future generations
Since 2004, our activities have 
directly contributed to the protection 
of one quarter of Queensland’s 955 
threatened species across 111,470 
hectares of QTFN protected 
properties.
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including three new 
locations for the three-toes 
snake-tooth skink 
(Coeranoscinus reticulatus)

14
threatened
reptiles

including one new 
location for the cassowary 
(Casuarius casuarius) 

20
Species
of birds

including three new locations for koala 
(Phascolarctos cinereus) and one new 
location for the brush-tail rock wallaby 
(Petrogale pennicillata)

24
threatened
Mammals

147
Plants
including six new species for the list 
- Diploglottis campbellii or the 
small-leaved tamarind, Eucalyptus 
kabiana, Randia moorei, Selaginella 
andrewsii and Endiandra floydii or 
the Crystal Creek walnut (all from 
one property, Merala) plus Notolea 
lloydii

including two new 
locations for the giant 
barred frog (Mixophyes 
iteratus)

15
threatened
amphibians

5
threatened
fish including three new locations for 

the Richmond birdwing butterfly 
(Ornithoptera richmondia)

6
threatened
invertebrates

RAINFOREST RIDGE 

Grey-tailed Tattlers at Avoid Island

GURRBUM
ANT PLANT EAST



QTFN Directors at Aroona, Chair Dr Adrian Volders, Dr 
Liz O’Brien and Jim McKnoulty.
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Message from
our Chair
2019 has been a year of change 
and growth for Queensland Trust 
for Nature and it is my honour to 
present the Queensland Trust for 
Nature 2019 Annual report to our 
staff, partners and supporters.

The activity of the Trust has grown 
substantially over the past twelve 
months. We have actively acquired 
and managed properties that have 
provided vital habitat refugia. We 
have created lasting partnerships 
with groups and undertaken 
significant scientific research and 
community engagement across 
our properties in Queensland.

I take this opportunity to thank the 
staff, other Board and Committee 
members, individuals and partner 
organisations that all give so much 
to our Organisation.

While we have been successful thus 
far there is much to be done. 
Queensland is one of the most 
biodiverse places on earth and 
numerous species and habitats need 
critical intervention. Therefore in 2020 
it is our intention to expand the scope 
and the size of our impact in line with 
our new strategic plan that will be 
launched early in the new year.

Growing Queensland’s protected 
area estate and driving innovation is 
critically important. Scaling our 
operations will be facilitated by our 
new corporate structure 
implemented at the beginning of 
2019. Partners can invest with 
confidence clear that the 
organisation is run transparently 
and according to stringent principles 
and acknowledged standards.

Thank you to the interim board 
who managed the transition to a 
corporate trustee including Ian 
Callow who has since moved on, 

committed to sustainable land 
management to join us in our 
important work.

I am thrilled to be working with the 
board to develop the new 
strategic plan and long-term 
vision for the Trust, which will be 
launched in March 2020. One of 
our major goals is to deliver 
greater outcomes for rural regions 
who are key managers of nature 
and Australia’s natural 
landscapes. The results of our 
work will be significant for 
Queensland’s 130 million 
hectares of grazing land and 
improving biodiversity for the 
state. Working with land 
managers and showcasing the 
benefits of integrating 
conservation with primary 
production, which can be seen at 
our property Aroona, is a key 
factor to expand this practice 
change.

As the global economy shifts 
towards a greener future, 
emerging environmental markets 
shall expand the economic 
opportunities for rural 
communities whilst providing 
long-term investment for land 
restoration, management and 
greater biodiversity outcomes. 
QTFN is well positioned with the 
services we offer to assist these 
markets develop and more 
importantly be implemented in 
Queensland. Thank you to our 
dedicated Directors, staff and 
volunteers for their efforts to 
deliver great benefit to the 
organisation and society.  
Everything we do is achieved in 
partnership and I look forward to 
working with many land holders, 
businesses, industry, traditional 
owners and the wider community 
in 2020. 

Message from
our CEO

after serving on the Funds 
Management Committee and Board 
for four years. Dr Liz O’Brien was 
appointed to replace Ian and with 
experience across public sector 
policy, research management, 
partnership brokering and strategy 
development, she will add 
significant value to the organisation.

This year we welcomed Steve 
Lacey as CEO of QTFN to build a 
new strategic plan and long-term 
vision for the Trust. Steve is 
working closely with the Board to 
ensure our ongoing financial 
sustainability and to drive 
continuous improvement. With 
experience managing and 
consulting in Australia for state 
and national agricultural groups, 
he brings a unique perspective on 
incorporating development and 

on-ground action to help maintain, 
restore and value our natural capital.

Steve takes over from Nerida 
Bradley who took up the position 
as CEO of the Australian Land 
Conservation Alliance after a 
successful three years with the 
QTFN. Nerida grew the 
organisation into a sustainable 
business with a significant growth 
rate of revenue and we wish her 
well in her future endeavours. 

It is an exciting time for the Trust, 
and I look forward to launching 
the strategic plan early next year. 
Thank you to all our staff partners 
and the community for supporting 
QTFN to secure Queensland’s 
biodiversity for future generations.

DR ADRIAN VOLDERS

In the six months since I 
started in this role, I have been 
inspired by the Trust’s ability to 
drive delivery of outcomes that 
prioritise our natural environment 
and the people who manage it. 
2019 marked 15 years since 
QTFN was formed, with the 
organisation innovating 
conservation practices and 
expanding greatly in the services 
it delivers, and most importantly 
the outcomes it achieves. We 
expect to see considerable growth 
over the next few years and 
welcome those who are 

STEVE LACEY
CEO



Creating tangible social and 
environmental outcomes and 
scaling our operations is 
underpinned by efficiency, 
effectiveness, and the highest 
levels of accountability. 

QTFN’s principal activities, 
consistent with its deed, are to:

Protect biodiversity and improve 
environmental outcomes for 
Queensland’s diverse 
landscapes and wildlife.

Operate robust internal 
structure, systems, and capacity 
to manage our funds.

Build investment in a pipeline of 
bankable projects designed to 
achieve conservation goals.

Dissemination of information, 
the provision of education, and 
the carrying on of research, 
about the natural environment.

•

•

•

•

We know we can make the best contribution through science-based 
adaptive management and rigorous monitoring of landscape 
function and biodiversity values. Robust impact reporting helps to 
quantify performance and inform future management activities. 

Data-driven decisions

Partnerships are crucial for achieving environmental sustainability 
and for continuing our ambitious work across Queensland. By 
collaborating with all levels of government, landholders, business, 
universities and the community, we boost innovation and resources 
to maximise impact and outcomes. We have a long-term 
commitment to the communities we serve including Ipswich, 
Grandchester, Peak Crossing, the Wet Tropics Region and 
Southern Great Barrier Reef.

Partnerships and community

The global trend towards socially responsible and impact 
investment increases opportunities for groups like QTFN to build 
and deliver projects that demonstrate both conservation impact and 
financial sense. Using tools of project development, financial 
modelling and university partnerships we have prototyped and 
proven sustainable business models for environmental outcomes. 

A business approach

How we achieve
environmental sustainability

Accountability

Partnering
to Protect

10

In collaboration with offset 
partners, Scenic Rim Council, 
Greenfleet and Koala Ecology 
Group at the University of 
Queensland, we are facilitating 
investment to improve scientific 
understanding of koala ecology 
and ensure long-term funding to 
secure high-quality koala habitat.

At the time of purchase in 2014, 
decades of land clearing and 
habitat fragmentation had left 
Koala Crossing with degraded 
land, water and biodiversity 
assets. To achieve landscape 
scale restoration, QTFN 
implemented a science-based, 
adaptive management framework 
and continuous improvement 
cycle to scale-up outcomes.

This year we 
celebrated five years 
since QTFN began 
managing Koala 
Crossing, our reserve 
near the township of 
Peak Crossing, 
south-west of Ipswich.

After five-years of best-practice 
conservation land management, 
all ecological indicators show 
positive trends. Some assets like 
native vegetation have responded 
well, with strong positive trends 
indicating up to 50% improvement 
in condition. Others are slower to 
respond, for example the score 
for invasive mammals is on a 
positive trajectory but only 
decreased by 3% in the five-year 
management period.

Data from Spot Assessment 
Technique (SAT) surveys 
conducted in 2014 and 2019 
shows a significant increase in 
koala activity across the site, 
which indicates a general 
recovery in the koala population. 
In a state where koalas show 
significant declines, our Peak 
Crossing koalas are increasing, 
even in the face of multiple 
threatening processes including 
climate change, habitat 
fragmentation, urban growth, 
invasive pests and disease.

This story demonstrates the 
effectiveness of partnerships to 
support a healthy koala 
population at Koala Crossing. 
Since the first baseline study, 
nineteen different individual 
koalas have been sighted or 
released at Koala Crossing or its 
surrounds, with the vast majority 
captured, tracked and given a full 
health check.

QTFN is taking this opportunity to 
take stock of our environmental 
gains using the ‘Accounting for 
Nature’ framework. This 
innovative approach sees our 
environment as a wealth of 
natural assets, that improve or 
decline through time in response 
to our actions. By using this 
innovative framework, we can 
track how natural systems 
function and the impact our 
decisions are likely to have over 
time to better target investment. 
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Partnership Model

QTFN demonstrates best 
practice interaction with the 

Federal offsetting framework by 
employing science-based 

adaptive management of areas 
in key wildlife corridors to 

increase koala populations in 
south-east Queensland.

Federal government
On behalf of clients, QTFN 

identifies and assesses priority 
sites, secures the relevant tenure, 

establishes the necessary 
management programs and 
undertakes long-term site 

management.

Thanks to support from 
Ipswich Koala Protection 

Society, Koala hospitals and 
vets from the Koala Ecology 

Group (UQ), sick koalas living 
at Koala Crossing have 

received treatment. Forever 
homes for locally orphaned 
koalas released at Koala 

Crossing will be permanently 
protected and community 

awareness of koala 
conservation improved.

Wildlife carers

Offset partners

Volunteers have planted 1000’s 
of trees and generous donations 
from Earth Frequency Festival 
and support from Scenic Rim 

Regional Council's One Million 
Trees program is enhancing 

habitat, education and 
extension. Events are promoted 

via QTFN social media to a 
large audience, building 

community support for koala 
conservation and helping people 

connect with their local area.

Community

A partnership with 
Greenfleet, has 

revitalised the landscape 
with more than 90,000 

trees planted.

Industry partnersA well-developed research 
network ensures our team is 

supported by world class 
science. In the five years 

since acquisition QTFN has 
fostered 15 collaborative 
research projects that are 

expanding our knowledge of 
diversity in this region. 

University partners

Through consistent and 
positive engagement with 

policymakers we are 
implementing well-funded 

and evidence-based 
mechanisms to achieve 

the long-term persistence 
of threatened species 

populations. 

Policy makers

Koala Crossing is managed to protect threatened species habitat and enhance 
remnant vegetation though active management of key threatening processes 
including fire, weeds and feral pests. Under five years of QTFN management we 
have achieved:

Success is tracked and measured

90,000
koala food and habitat trees
planted, with a success rate of
over 85%

2.5m in 3 years

Whole of property percent
vegetated increased from

82% to 94%

Native vegetation quality
increased from

30% to 68%

Native mammal diversity and
abundance increased from

43% to 58%

Koala abundance and distribution
increased from

67% to 82%

Average canopy height of planted trees

We are hoping koalas will be able to use
them soon.

12 13

View from Koala Crossing.



BEFORE
8/1/2016
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Koala Crossing with
a view to Ivory’s Rock

BEFORE
8/1/2016

AFTER
13/3/2019

Koala Crossing with
a view to Flinder’s Peak

QTFN has worked with Greenfleet, Conservation Volunteers Australia, community volunteers, the Earth Frequency 
Festival and others to help create this outstanding contribution to koala habitat.

AFTER
13/3/2019



Revegetation of the formerly-farmed portion of the site with local species of forest trees will strengthen habitat connectivity for cassowaries.
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Joining Forces to Build
Cassowary Corridors
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The property was named ‘Gurrbum' after 
consultation with the Gulnay and Djiru 
traditional owners who joined us later in 
the year to unveil the new property sign. 
Gurrbum means emerald dove 
Chalcophaps indica, an important bird for 
both traditional owner groups.

Our ambition to restore this critical link in 
cassowary habitat was given a boost 
thanks to a generous grant from the 
Queensland Department of Environment 
and Science.

The funding will allow us to plant 16,000 
trees, over 4 hectares and weed a further 
10.5 hectares to provide safe avenues for 
cassowary movement, in partnership with 
C4 and Terrain NRM.

The reforestation project, in conjunction 
with revegetation within the National Park 
and construction of a fauna land bridge 
across the Bruce Highway, will allow 
cassowaries to move through forested 
areas between Gurrbum, the Walter Hill 
Conservation Park and beyond to the Djiru 
National Park adjoining Wongaling Beach.

New property sign 
unveiling at Gurrbum 
with the Gulnay and 
Djiru Traditional Owners, 
C4, Councillor Jeff 
Baines, QPWS rangers, 
Girringun ranger, Tanya 
Pritchard and Felicity 
Shapland from QTFN.
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Grant
funding will
allow us to
plant 16,000
trees over
4 hectares
and weed a
further 10.5
hectares

QTFN joined forces again in 2019 
with key partner C4 (Community for 
Coastal and Cassowary 
Conservation) to secure more habitat 
for cassowaries in Queensland’s Wet 
Tropics. Together, we acquired part 
of a significant wildlife corridor at 
Smiths Gap, north of Tully, 
maximising environmental returns 
via collaborative partnership and 
shared vision.
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Citizen scientists survey
flourishing landscape
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Undergraduate volunteers from University of Queensland Ecology Centre. 

Undergraduate 
volunteer from 
University of 
Queensland Ecology 
Centre identifying a 
termite mound 
mushrooms (Podaxis 
beringamensis).

The Ecology Centre invests in this 
training to expand the experience and 
community of its ecology students, with 
program activities directly linked into 
undergraduate courses.

By providing resources and locations for 
these programs, the Trust is providing 
invaluable hands-on training for students 
to apply their education in a real-world 
scenario enhancing ecology practice. 

Through strengthening skills and 
capability of future workers, we are 
building a cohort of passionate and 
well-trained land managers.

Thanks to a generous grant from the 
Queensland government, QTFN will 
deliver a three-year program 
commencing January 2020 for 
citizen-scientists to monitor biodiversity 
in Queensland's extensive Nature 
Refuge network. 
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A unique collaboration with the 
University of Queensland Ecology 
Centre, facilitated training of 15 
emerging scientists to assist with 
koala abundance surveys at Koala 
Crossing. QTFN ecologist, Dr 
Renee Rossini, led the enthusiastic 
scientists on koala scat surveys 
and reviewing camera trap 
photographs to learn about koala 
density and activity. 

15 emerging
scientists
assisted
with koala
abundance
surveys at
Koala
Crossing
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Originally purchased for our 
‘revolving fund’, QTFN was thrilled to 
onsell Ant Plant West Nature Refuge 
earlier this year to private owners, 
Geoffrey Lipsett-Moore and Andrew 
Moore. 

Protecting the amazing diversity
of Queensland’s Wet Tropics

Geoffrey Lipsett-Moore and Felicity Shapland erect the Ant Plant West Nature Refuge sign. Cassowary passing through the campsite at Ant Plant West Nature Refuge.

With a soft spot for Queensland’s Wet 
Tropics, Geoff and Andrew had been 
consistently watching the property market for 
a block that ticked all the boxes. They were 
looking for a property with high ecological 
values, close to the coast and mountains, 
that could support iconic species in need of 
protection and in particular, cassowary.

After seeing Ant Plant West Nature Refuge 
on the QTFN website, Geoff made a few 
enquiries and visited the property.

“When we first visited the property, 
we thought - absolutely! As habitat 

it’s amazing: wetlands, swamps, 
woodlands and rainforest. The 

process of acquiring the property 
was practical and friendly with 

everyone supporting us to 
understand the history of the block 

and requirements of owning and 
managing a Nature Refuge.”

“Within three hours of our first night 
camping we saw three cassowaries! 

The sheer diversity of life on the 
property was amazing. Our plan is to 

manage the property for 
conservation, restore the wetlands 
and put a few cabins on it to share 

this iconic landscape and it’s unique 
species with like-minded people.”
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Geoffrey Lipsett-Moore 
exploring Ant Plant 
West Nature Refuge.

QTFN has worked successfully with the 
Queensland Government and many 
Nature Refuge landholders since 2006 to 
grow the Nature Refuges program. With 
significant interest from landowners across 
Queensland, increased government 
investment in the program could support a 
world-class protected area network and 
improved outcomes for people and nature.

Geoff and his wife Catherine spent their 
first day exploring the property’s creeks 
and woodlands.
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Avoid Island is Australia’s only 
privately-owned island dedicated to 
protecting the threatened flatback 
turtle (Natator depressus). The third 
largest rookery in eastern Australia, 
the island provides nesting habitat 
for around 25-30% of the eastern 
Queensland flatback turtle 
population. 

Located within a Habitat Protection Zone of the 
Great Barrier Reef Coast Marine Park, QTFN 
has managed the island as a Nature Refuge 
since 2009. Protecting the island in this way 
ensures safe nesting areas for flatback turtles 
and facilitates research, education and 
management to support conservation of unique 
ecosystems in the southern Great Barrier Reef.

Scientists have been collecting census data at 
Avoid Island for the Queensland Turtle 
Conservation Project, Flatback turtle monitoring 
program, since 2012. Funded by the Gladstone 
Ports Corporation, their important research is 
building a picture of the island’s flatback turtle 
population.

Queensland Turtle
Conservation Project

Main photo: Avoid Island.
Inset photo: Flatback turtle hatchlings emerging at Avoid island. Photo credit: Courtney Davies.
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Dr Nancy FitzSimmons 
teaching Flatback turtle 
monitoring techniques 
to Wonder of Science 
students.

After nine seasons of data collection, 
researchers now believe they have tagged 
most turtles that return to Avoid Island 
every year to nest, with approximately 17% 
new females arriving every year. Events 
such as heat waves and cyclones eroding 
nesting beaches have led to significant 
decreases in emergence success of 
hatchlings in recent years. However, the 
broad scope of this study demonstrates 
that light pollution and predation are 
significant threats to turtle populations at 
other places along the Queensland coast, 
that Avoid Island’s turtles are safe from 
thanks to QTFN management.

“When we started the Flatback turtle 
monitoring program, we knew we 
needed committed partners who 
recognised the value of contributing to 
research that will underpin the 
long-term recovery plan for Australian 
marine turtles. We are grateful for the 
logistical and financial support 
provided by QTFN without which the 
research would not be possible.”

Dr Nancy FitzSimmons,
Assoc. Professor, Australian Rivers 

Institute, Griffith University.
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Census data for the Queensland Turtle Conservation Project,
Flatback turtle monitoring program
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Students see start of new
life at Flatback Bivouac

Year 9 students from Mt Isa, Roma, 
Dalby and Bundaberg spent two 
nights at Avoid Island in January 
for our fourth Flatback Bivouac. 
This was the first-time students 
selected from the Wonder of 
Science program have witnessed 
Flatback Turtles hatching rather 
than nesting season.

Wonder of Science Young Science Ambassadors, QTFN Ecologist Felicity Shapland, Gavin and
Brendan from Regional Air, and Year 9 students from regional Queensland.

24 | QUEENSLAND TRUST FOR NATURE 25ANNUAL REPORT 2019 |

Wonder of Science 
Young Science 
Ambassadors, QTFN 
Ecologist Felicity 
Shapland, Dr Nancy
Fitzsimmons and Year 9 
students from regional 
Queensland.

After observing young turtles emerging 
from their nests, the budding scientists 
worked alongside Dr Nancy FitzSimmons 
weighing and measuring them. Three 
clutches emerged whilst the students were 
on the beach and they released over 70 
hatchlings into the sea.

Students who participate in the program 
are encouraged to ‘giveback’ to enhance 
community awareness about the impacts 
of coastal development on marine species 
and ecosystems. Upon returning to their 
schools, they led peers in preparing a 
response to the challenge explored on the 
island; how can we manage human 
impacts on marine life. 

Students survey nesting pits to determine nesting success.
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Eco-volunteering on
the Great Barrier Reef

Four teams of hard-working 
volunteers flew to Avoid Island 
during the year to help eradicate 
invasive weeds that threaten the 
islands’ nesting beaches and 
endangered plant communities. 
QTFN offers eco-volunteering as a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
contribute to protecting threatened 
species and ecosystems in the Great 
Barrier Reef.

Volunteers pose at sunset on Avoid Island. Photo credit: Tommi Mason

Figure 1. Extent of Mossman River Grass infestation in June 2018 (top in pink) and November 2018 (bottom in 
green). Also marked in orange is the area of Lantana camara infestation, partially treated in November 2018 and to 
become a future focus in 2019.

Loss of important habitat through weed 
infestation (mainly Mossman River grass 
and sickle pod) is one of the biggest 
threats to Avoid Island’s rich ecological 
diversity. These weeds can severely 
damage an ecosystem, excluding other 
vegetation and preventing recruitment to 
the canopy.

The efforts of volunteers have seen the 
extent and density of Mossman river grass 
significantly reduced over seven hectares 
of the island. Weeding can be surprisingly 
satisfying, with teams working into the 
night removing sickle pod plants. These 
huge bags of weeds were removed from 
prime turtle nesting habitat which is great 
news for turtles.

Weeding can be surprisingly
satisfying, with teams working into the
night removing sickle pod plants. These
huge bags of weeds were removed from
prime turtle nesting habitat which is great
news for turtles.
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Threatened species
research at Aroona

We are always grateful to have 
university students undertaking 
interdisciplinary research on our 
reserves and gain a lot from their 
focused study.

University of Queensland Conservation 
Masters student, Georgina Braun, completed 
a research project at our Aroona property, to 
estimate brush-tailed rock-wallaby habitat and 
abundance, across the Little Liverpool Range.
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Brush-tailed rock-wallaby at Aroona. Photo credit Georgie Braun.

Georgie's research builds on findings by 
UQ student, Kiarra Field, which 
established in 2017 that there are three 
permanent brush-tailed rock-wallaby 
colonies at Aroona. Georgie has extended 
Kiarra’s findings, demonstrating that the 
species is using the property much more 
than expected. Of all twelve rocky outcrops 
mapped using a habitat suitability index 
model, 100% were utilised by the wallaby, 
tripling the amount of Aroona previously 
thought to be used by the species.

By mapping brush-tail habitat across the 
Little Liverpool Range, Georgie has 
demonstrated that this once ignored 
extension of the Main Range provides 
significant amounts of brush-tail habitat 
across primarily private tenure. In fact, she 
found Aroona supports 5% of optimal 
brush-tailed rock-wallaby habitat that 
exists within the Range.

Considering how accurate the model was 
identifying wallaby habitat and the species 
occurrence, it is likely that similar private 
properties on the Range will support a 
stronghold population.

“Monitoring resident colonies at 
Aroona provided an invaluable 
opportunity to verify the model and 
better understand the species’ 
habitat requirements. It 
demonstrated the capacity a private 
property can have for threatened 
species conservation. Identifying 
and mapping areas across the 
Range where it is highly likely the 
species will exist, will enhance 
species recovery planning and 
management actions.”

Georgie Braun

Breeding herd at 
Aroona. Photo credit 
Georgie Braun.
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2019 Ipswich City Council
Enviro Award
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QTFN was honoured to win the 2019 Ipswich City Council Enviro Organisation Award in 
recognition of multiple activities to support threatened species and control predators at Aroona.

In accepting the award, Steve Lacey 
acknowledged the phenomenal legacy of Dr 
Robin and Kathleen Stock who donated 
Aroona to QTFN in 2015. Their desire to see 
Aroona sustainably managed for both its 
production and conservation value, inspires 
our ambitious work at the property. 

The award is a credit to our dedicated cattle 
manager, Chris Schreiweis, education partner 
Wonder of Science, delivery, project and 
business partners, as well as many 
community volunteers for helping us achieve 
our vision for Aroona.

Steve Lacey with Ipswich City Council CEO, David Farmer.

Camp Koala
Aroona Station transformed into a 
real-world classroom in May when 22 
bright Year Six students from 
Kimberly Park State School attended 
our second annual Camp Koala.

Generously funded by CommBank’s 
employee-driven Grassroots Grants program 
and delivered in partnership with the Wonder of 
Science (WoS) program, the camp challenged 
the kids to apply their school-based learning 
about balancing production and conservation, in 
the real world. 

As part of a term-long program in combination 
with STEM curriculum subjects, students 
worked in small teams at the camp to develop a 
response to the challenge; how can we balance 
agriculture, wildlife management and increasing 
development in South East Queensland.

Led by QTFN ecologists and WoS Young 
Science Ambassadors, the budding scientists 
went hiking to collect ecological data, learned 
how to measure biodiversity and how to 
spotlight to find nocturnal animals.

No camp is complete without toasting 
marshmallows over the campfire and the whole 
event was topped off by biodiversity bingo and 
rides on the flying fox!

100% strongly agreed or 
agreed that participating in 
the program enhanced 
their understanding of 
Queensland's native 
species & their habitat

88% strongly agreed or 
agreed that participating in 
the program enhanced 
their understanding of the 
need to balance agriculture 
and biodiversity 
conservation

65% strongly agreed or 
agreed that following 
participation in the program 
they are considering other 
science related study in the 
future

Students in an outdoor classroom at Aroona.

Camp Koala evaluation.



“To Commonwealth Bank Australia, 

Thank you for donating money for us Kimberley 
Park State School so that we were able to go to 
camp Koala. I had so much fun learning about 
the animals in Aroona and how they act.

My favourite part was when we went for a 
hike up a steep mountain and collected data 
about plants and about the animals too. It was 
like a once in a life time experience. Thank you 
for donating money so that we could learn at a 
place with kind and helpful staff. It was an 
awesome experience for all of us.

Thank you so much.” 
Kind Regards,

“To the Commonwealth Bank,

Recently, I went to koala camp at Aroona 
Homestead. Some highlights were the delicious 
food and drink. Another highlight was that we 
got a lot of free time, in which we all played tigi 
and spotlight. 

At Koala Camp we learnt about different species 
of eucalypt trees and how to identify them, we 
also learned about scat of different animals. We 
also learned about the different kinds of 
invertebrate in the soil in the forest and the 
paddock. We also learned about biodiversity in 
plants in the forest and paddock, we also 
learned about threats to the environment.

Thank you so much for the opportunity to 
attend Koala Camp.”
Regards, 

“Dear Commonwealth Bank Australia, 

I'm here to say thank you for paying for our camp even 
though you guys didn't even go. I am very grateful and I 
wanted to tell you the highlights about my camp;

I liked the hike and the data summary.
We went spotlighting and we saw lots of wallabies, 1 fox and 
a spider making its web.
I liked the camera trap.

I must protect the environment
Look after animals
Respect and be safe in the wild

Thank you sooooooo much I had a wonderful experience.”

•
•

•

•
•
•

Here are some things I learned;

Connor Wheeler
K.P.S.S. Shailer Park

Bella Gonzalez
Kimberley Park State School Jesse Kershaw
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The student’s own words say it best:

Volunteers plant koala food and habitat trees at Koala Crossing.

Community support
The extraordinary diversity of Queensland’s 
species and landscapes inspires passion for 
nature conservation across the globe. QTFN 
has cultivated a highly engaged social 
media community thanks to a massive 
amount of beautiful content created every 
week. Nature photography transports our 
followers to amazing locations across 
Queensland and stories from the field 
inspire them with conservation optimism.

With growing community awareness of environmental 
issues, we engage on social media in conversations 
about environmental sustainability, scientific innovation, 
climate change and threats to biodiversity. These topics 
are areas that millennials are incredibly interested in, 
contributing to community appreciation and awareness of 
nature conservation.
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Volunteers celebrate planting 1000 trees at Koala Crossing.
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Growing environmental 
awareness is increasing 
community demand for 
volunteering opportunities 
to work alongside 
organisations making a 
difference, at scale.

“QTFN has opened my eyes to look at the bigger picture. 
I’ve come to realise that conservation starts with a 
conversation. Particularly when working with conservation 
and human livelihoods – there can be a balance. 
Collaborative research and communicating science, the 
power of community and on ground conservation, and 
working with something you’re passionate about are 
values I aim to uphold and look for in my future career.”

Georgie Braun
University of Queensland Master student and QTFN 

volunteer

Volunteers

Adrian has been part of 
Queensland Trust for Nature 
since 2014.

A committed environmentalist, 
Adrian was driven to offer his 
skills, experience and 
entrepreneurial flair to the nature 
conservation cause. Widely 
recognised as an innovative 
leader in catchment management, 
Adrian authored the first 
accredited regional catchment 
strategy in Australia in the late 
1990s, held senior positions in the 
natural resource management 
and water industries and led 
several large-scale environmental 
restoration and improvement 
projects.

This experienced group 
drives our top-level 
strategic decisions 
volunteering their time as 
leaders of our trustee 
company. The following 
people have served as 
directors on the board 
during the year of this 
report. 

Dr Liz O’Brien was appointed as a 
Director in early 2019.

Her multi-sectoral career has 
spanned Queensland public 
sector policy and investment 
roles, university research 
management, partnership 
brokering and strategy 
development; and industry 
applied research. In her current 
role, she coordinates engagement 
between academic experts and 
government to help inform the 
development of policy for long 
term influence and impact. Liz is 
passionate about applying her 
expertise to support the protection 
of Queensland’s biodiversity.

Jim has been part of Queensland 
Trust for Nature since 2012.

Former Queensland President 
and National Vice President of 
Greening Australia, he has 
worked to establish links between 
the development industry and the 
environment movement, to 
restore natural environments 
surrounding urban development 
projects. Jim is founding 
President of The Australian Green 
Development Forum and was one 
of five national finalists in the 
2004 Prime Minister’s 
“Environmentalist of the Year 
Awards”, for his work in 
advancing the adoption of 
sustainable development 
practices in Australia’s property 
industry. In March 2007 Jim was 
appointed Chairman of the 
Brisbane Lord Mayor’s CitySmart 
Taskforce.

Dr Adrian Volders | Chair Dr Liz O’Brien Jim McKnoulty

QTFN Board of Directors, Chair Dr Adrian Volders, Dr Liz 
O’Brien and Jim McKnoulty.
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QTFN Board
of Directors

Citizen 
science

to QTFN projects
including:

Tree-planting

Volunteering impact
in 2019

Volunteers
contributed

134

300
days in 2019

1

3

Ecology4

Marketing5

Weeding

2



Cup Moth: Limacodidae – 
Found at Aroona Bug Camp
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at
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 b
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t f
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l b
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 c
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, b
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t f
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 o
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t d
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 r
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 p
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 p
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t c
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t b
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 b
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t r
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 d
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 c
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t r
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l p
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 b
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 b
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f f
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 b
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 p
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 m
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t p
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 b
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, b
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e 
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 p
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ra
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R
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b.
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 m
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 b
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 d
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at
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re
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 d
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 p
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 b
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 p
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e.

 W
he

n 
re

va
lu

ed
 a

ss
et

s 
ar

e 
so

ld
, a

m
ou

nt
s 

in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 th

e 
re

va
lu

at
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 re
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 p
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r r
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 c
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 b
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 b
e 

re
so

ld
 g

re
at

er
 th

an
 1

2 
m

on
th

s 
fro

m
 re

po
rti

ng
 d

at
e 

w
ill

 b
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 c
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 c
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 d
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 b
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t l
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at
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 d
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 b
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t d
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 d
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 re
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 re
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l b
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 c
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 c
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 d
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 b
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 d

ep
re

ci
at

io
n 

an
d 

an
y 

ac
cu

m
ul

at
ed

 im
pa

irm
en

t l
os

se
s.

 In
 th

e 
ev

en
t t

he
 c

ar
ry

in
g 

am
ou

nt
 o

f 
pl

an
t a

nd
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t i
s 

gr
ea

te
r t

ha
n 

th
e 

es
tim

at
ed

 re
co

ve
ra

bl
e 

am
ou

nt
, t

he
 c
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r l
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at
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t l
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re
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 b
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t o
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l l
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 p
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t o
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 d
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 c
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ct
ua
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 b
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 d
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 re
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 b
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 c
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l d
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 p
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 c
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 c
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 d
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r c
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 re
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 c
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r c
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r l
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va
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n 
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 p
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fit
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r l
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 tr
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Th
e 
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w
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xp
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d 
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ed
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 o
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fin
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 a

ss
et
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at
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su
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d 
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m
or
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ed

 c
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ue

 th
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h 
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r c
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ve
 

in
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m
e;
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e 
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iv
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s;
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ct
 a

ss
et

s 
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g 
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ou
nt

 d
ue
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 c
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m

er
s 
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de

r c
on

st
ru

ct
io
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nt
ra

ct
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;
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 c
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m
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en
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ot
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 fa
ir 
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e 
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ro
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ci
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 c
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s 
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ot

 m
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su
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ir 
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r l
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m
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e 
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t o
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ir 
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r c
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 c
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l c
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 d
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l c
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 o
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 c
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 p
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 c
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 re
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 c
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 d
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 c
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os
s 

(ie
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 c
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nc
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 c
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nc
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l d
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w
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;
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br
ea

ch
 o

f c
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t d
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ve
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a 
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er
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nt
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e 
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rr
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er
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 c
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e 
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l d
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, t
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er
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 n
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er

w
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ns
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;
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th

e 
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d 
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e 
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 w
ill
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 b
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or
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 fi
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at
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– 
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e 
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m
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t f
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e 

fin
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ci
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se
 o

f fi
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l d
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 d
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n 
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e 
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 im
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r l
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r c
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t f
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 c
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 c
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 b
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f.
Im

pa
irm

en
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ss
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s

A
t t

he
 e

nd
 o

f e
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h 
re
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rti

ng
 p

er
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d,
 th

e 
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tit
y 

re
vi
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s 

th
e 

ca
rr

yi
ng

 a
m

ou
nt

s 
of
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s 

ta
ng
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ta
ng
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le

 a
ss

et
s 

to
 d

et
er

m
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e 
w

he
th
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e 

is
 a

ny
 in
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tio
n 
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at
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os

e 
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se
ts

 h
av

e 
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d.
 If
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n 
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di
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tio
n 

ex
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, t

he
 re

co
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ra
bl

e 
am

ou
nt

 o
f t

he
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ss
et

, b
ei

ng
 th

e 
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er

 o
f t
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ss
et
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 fa

ir 
va

lu
e 

le
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 c
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 o

f d
is
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l a
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ue
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 u
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m
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e 
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t’s
 c
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in
g 
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ou

nt
. A
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 e
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e 
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 c
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g 
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co
gn

is
ed

 in
 p

ro
fit

 o
r l

os
s.

W
he

re
 th
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th
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et
s 
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r c
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ir 
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at
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 d
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t c
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t d
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